Current status of composite tissue allotransplantation.
Composite tissue allotransplantation (CTA) is emerging as a potential treatment for complex tissue defects. A major drawback for CTA remains the requirement of lifelong immunosuppression. Up to date numerous experimental CTA models have been introduced to the transplantation literature. After the first hand transplantation in 1998, the clinical applicability of CTA has attracted a lot of attention. This article will outline the historical background of CTA and our experience in different CTA models.